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SUB J : EXXON NUCLEAR FUEL ELEMENT FABRICATION PLANT 
IN THE FRG 

1. A GROUP OF SENIOR OFFICIALS FROM THE EXXON NUCLEAR 
COMPANY CALLED AT THE EMBASSY ON DECEMBER 8 TO BRIEF 
THE AMBASSADOR ABOUT THEIR PROGRAM IN THE FRG. A SITE 
FOR A FUEL ELEMENT FABRICATION PLANT HAS BEEN 
SELECTED AT LINGEN ABOUT 50 KM NORTH OF MUENSTER. 

THE PRELIMINARY ENVIRONMENTAL HEARINGS HAVE BEEN 
CONCLUDED WITHOUT SIGNIFICANT OBJECTIONS. EXXON WILL 
MAKE ITS FINAL DECISION THIS SUMMER AND PERMISSION TO 
CONSTRUCT THE PLANT IS EXPECTED IN FALL 1976. 

2. THE PLANT WOULD DELIVER ITS FIRST FUEL ELEMENTS IN 
1978. THE FIRST TWO STAGES OF THE PLANT WILL HAVE A 
CAPACITY OF ONE-HALF TON URANIUM DIOXIDE PER DAY. BY 
1985 EXXON INVESTMENTS WILL TOTAL $40 MILLION. THE 
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ONE-FOURTH OF THE FUEL ELEMENT MARKET IN NORTHERN 
EUROPE. 

3. INITIALLY THE PLANT WILL FABRICATE FUEL ELEMENTS 

FROM LOW-ENRICHMENT UF-6. IN ANOTHER CONVERSATION EXXON 
OFFICIALS SPECULATED THAT THE PLANT COULD BE 
MODIFIED TO HANDLE PLUTONIUM-BEARING FUELS AT SOME TIME 
IN THE FUTURE BUT THIS POSSIBILITY WAS NOT RPT NOT 
MENTIONED DURING THE SITING HEARINGS. 

4. EXXON OFFICIALS ALSO BELIEVE THAT THE FRG MAY 
CONSTRUCT ITS PLANNED CHEMICAL REPROCESSING FACILITY IN 
THE LINGEN AREA. IF SO, THEY THOUGHT IT POSSIBLE THAT 
EXXON WOULD ATTEMPT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THIS FACILITY. WHICH COULD SERVE A REGIONAL NEED, 

IF USG POLICIES PERMITTED. 

5. EMBASSY NOTE: THE FRG IS CONSIDERING CONSTRUCTION OF 
A LARGE REPROCESSING PLANT IN THE EARLY 1980S. THE SITE 
OF THIS PLANT HAS NEVER BEEN MENTIONED PUBLICLY. SOME 
FRG OFFICIALS CONSIDER POSSIBLE SITES A ' SECRET" TOPIC 

TO AVOID PREMATURE "ENVIRONMENTAL" ACTIONS. 
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